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• Drained peatlands 

continue to emit 174 

MtCO2 every year, 

placing the EU second 

only to Indonesia 

• Degraded organic-rich 

soils are responsible for a 

quarter of CO2 emissions 

from the global land use 

sector and represent 75% 

of greenhouse gas 

emissions from 

agricultural land in the EU 





Science-policy interfaces 

• Science-Policy Interface (SPI) report on the 
contribution of sustainable land management to 
climate change adaptation and mitigation for 13th 
Conference of the Parties in China (2017) 
(UNCCD) 

• Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Thematic 
Assessment on Land Degradation and Restoration 
(2018) (UNCBD) 

• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) Climate Change and Land Special Report 
(2019) (UNFCCC) 











Dr Gav Stewart 

Prof Mark Reed 

Prof Mark Whittingham 

 

 
 

 

Prof Andy Baird 

Dr Martin Dallimer 

Dr Julia Martin-Ortega 

Dr Dylan Young (PDRA) 

 

 
 

 

Dr Jasper Kenter 

Dr Simone Martino (PDRA) 

 

 

Prof Chris Evans 

Dr Laurence Jones 

 

 
 

 

Dr Klaus Glenk 

 

 
 

Dr James Pearce-Higgins 

 

 
 

 

Clifton Bain 

Emma Goodyer 



Global Peatland Initiative  



Global Peatland Initiative  

• Global assessment: extent, status and 

importance 

• Activities to restore and more sustainably 

manage peatlands with private sector 

engagement in three initial partner 

countries: Indonesia, Peru and the 

Republic of Congo 



Conclusion 

• Challenge and opportunity… 

• IUCN UK Peatland Programme is 
synthesizing research from the UK 
peatland research community and 
contributing to the international policy 
agenda 

• Continue to help with us and we will help 
get your work to this increasingly 
interested international audience 

 


